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Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 19:03:12 EST
From: qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU
To: "Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion" <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: QRP-L digest 1757

			    QRP-L Digest 1757
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	by "Andy GM0NWI" <Gm0nwi@tesco.net>
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	by Ed Loranger <we6w@qsl.net>
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	by RangerSF5@aol.com
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 11) [65461] HB:Buy Litz Wire
	by mjfitz@uswest.net
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	by "George T. Baker" <w5yr@att.net>
 41) [65491] Help Diplexer Calculator
	by "Cla KA0GKC" <ka0gkc@arrl.net>
 42) [65492] Desoldering Braid
	by tedkell@juno.com
 43) [65493] new a couple of op-amps
	by M Goins <mgoins@usa.net>
 44) [65494] Re: Convert 50mhz 4 element beam to 10 meters?
	by "Alan Kaul" <alan.kaul@worldnet.att.net>
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 46) [65496] Re: Feedline Question
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	by Stuart Rohre <rohre@arlut.utexas.edu>
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Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 23:45:30 -0000
From: "Andy GM0NWI" <Gm0nwi@tesco.net>
To: "Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion" <qrp-l@lehigh.edu>
Subject: [65451] HW8 Meter Needed..??
Message-ID: <001501bf8aea$b934f860$ae4e8cd4@q1n3l2>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit



Hey Guy`s....

Here I am again looking for that "devine intervention" that y`all seem to
provide for me when the "searchin" get`s touch...

Just spent the last few day`s gettin` the beloved HW8 rig ready for a
complete over haul (a long going saga if you`ve been followin` my "plea"
postin`s)....

The story is that I have been for a while now "ressurectin`" an old HW8 that
I aquired some time back, it`s coming along "fine `n` dandy", as they say,
I`ve had a fantastic amount of help from a great number of you guy`s here on
the list, and I thank you all again so much, without you I would`nt be able
to do this challenge....

I am by nature physically handicapped, confined to a wheelchair for
mobility, and thus find it hard to get to all the "flea market`s" for those
harder to find "bargains" as regard componants etc...

I am at the moment in need of a replacement "signal meter" for my HW8, as I
have now found to my dismay that the original one is not working at
all...(any idea`s on the cause guy`s), so will need to be looking for a
working one to get the challenge back on track..

So..if there is anything that YOU think you might be able to help me with on
this one, please can you e-mail me direct to the address below.... I will as
always, offer, to pay for any item`s found and there subsequent shipping
etc...

Thanks again for the bandwidth guy`s..... SO MUCH appreciated by this here
individual, I can tell ya, more than you can imagine, thanks for the
patienace too..... there no doubt WILL be more "pleas" to come..

72`s de Andy  GM0NWI            gm0nwi@tesco.net
Long Live QRP..!!

G-QRP No.9576




------------------------------

Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 16:17:27 -0800
From: Ed Loranger <we6w@qsl.net>
To: Andy GM0NWI <Gm0nwi@tesco.net>
Cc: Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [65452] HW-8 meter repair.
Message-ID: <38C99096.5833@qsl.net>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Andy, having traded my HW-8 last year or so I
don't have the opportunity to review the
meter.  However, I recently repaired a
meter on a Grid Dip oscillator.

It requires serious dedication, an extremely
steady hand and the tenacious ability to
continue trying after many failed event.  In 
short- don't give up.

I repaired the meter while hanging onto this
attitued.  it wasn't easy -- keeping myself
motivate.  What I'm saying is that if you
try this, don't give up.  You can do it.

The most likely cause of failure is an 
open somewhere along either the nearly 
invisible coil wire where it connects
to one of the two coil springs, or it is
the spring itself.  

I used a 3/8 inch extension of nickel wire
with about 2 inches wrapped tightly around
the soldering iron.  That wire was short
enough to stay hot while long enough to reach
between the balance return coil and I soldered
the coil where it was seperated.

Took about 10 tries.  And the first time it 
soldered together I had to unsolder it because
I had soldered 3 concentric spring coils together!

But I now have a working GDO meter.

FWIW.

Yeah though I pass freely through the valley in the
shadow of riches, for I am cheaper than thou. ~me
72/Ed we6w
-- 
-72/Ed WE6W;  A-1 OP; SOC #63 "AGN?"; QRP-L#1068
http://www.qsl.net/we6w  Santa Rosa, CA 
Call Tobor, The 8th Man, to the rescue!

------------------------------

Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 19:45:42 EST
From: RangerSF5@aol.com
To: qrp-l@lehigh.edu
Subject: [65453] Re:WA2HOQ ....Again
Message-ID: <22.2fb0f1b.25faf136@aol.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Hi gang,
I just fired up a beacon on 20-M on 14.056.5
100 Mils going into a full half wave inverted *V* and fed with 75 ohm CATV 
coax.
The legs of the antenna are pointing North West and South East.
As before please send you'r rig,type of antenna,rst and qth.
At 0300 UTC,
I'll be switching over to the coil loaded shortened *V* 17' 5 " long
Thanks
Bob
WA2HOQrp <tm>

------------------------------

Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 19:53:39 -0500
From: Pete Burbank <plburbank@kih.net>
To: <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [65454] re.HW-8 meter
Message-ID: <3.0.32.20000310195336.0068589c@kih.net>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Andy,
Another option would be to attempt to locate a garden variety
meter with the same full scale deflection, preferably from
the same mfgr and install the HW-8 scale.
Changing the scale is a piece of cake....just move slow and
avoid touching the needle.
It has been over 15 years since I traded my HW-8 for an R-392,
but as I recall the meter was one of those with a plastic
housing. If that is the case, working a knife blade gently
along the glue (solvent) seam should pop it apart.
I'm surprised that you don't seem to have gotten help from
the Heath reflector.
73 Pete NV4V

------------------------------

Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 17:17:38 -0800
From: Randy Foltz <rfoltz@turbonet.com>
To: qrpl_post <qrp-l@lehigh.edu>
Subject: [65455] Fireside SSB Logs due
Message-ID: <38C99EB2.60D13781@turbonet.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Howdy, gang.

The deadline of March 13 for log submission for the QRP ARCI Winter
Fireside SSB Sprint is nearly here.  Remember that you still need to
submit your logs even if you used the High Claimed Scores reporting
form.

73,
Randy K7TQ
Moscow, ID
ARCI Contest Manager

------------------------------

Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 19:34:26 -0600
From: Nick Kennedy <nkennedy@tcainternet.com>
To: "'Gm0nwi@tesco.net'" <Gm0nwi@tesco.net>, Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [65456] RE: HW8 Meter Needed..??
Message-ID: <01BF8AC7.A6260DE0.nkennedy@tcainternet.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Andy--

Are you sure the meter is bad and the problem isn't elsewhere in the rig? 
 You referred to the meter as a signal/power meter, but if I recall 
correctly, it doesn't have a function on receive.  So if your transmitter 
relative power metering is not working, your meter could be OK.  Try a DC 
power supply or battery and a series resistor sized to give 100 uA into the 
meter and see if it moves.

72,

Nick, WA5BDU



-----Original Message-----
From:	Andy GM0NWI [SMTP:Gm0nwi@tesco.net]


I am at the moment in need of a replacement "signal meter" for my HW8, as I
have now found to my dismay that the original one is not working at
all...(any idea`s on the cause guy`s), so will need to be looking for a
working one to get the challenge back on track..



------------------------------

Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 21:00:20 -0500
From: radioham@home.com
To: qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU
Subject: [65457] HW-8 For Sale
Message-ID: <3.0.6.32.20000310210020.007bd530@24.2.2.70>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I have a Heath HW-8 with HWA-7-1 power supply, original manual for HW-8,
HotWater Handbook, hb outboard audio xfrmer and battery power cable for
sale.  Rig and power supply are in very
good physical condition.  HW-8 works well, have contacted stations
world-wide with it.
Could probably use an alignment, power out is 1.5 to 2 watts. Otherwise
works as an
HW-8 should (DC rx). No known modifications. 

$150 includes insured shipping in CONUS.

Reason for selling:  recently acquired an HW-9 (off this list) and am very
pleased with it -
don't need an extra rig, wife says clean out that pile of radios - one
comes in, one goes out.

72/73,

Steve, N4EUK
Reston, VA


------------------------------

Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 08:25:56 -0700
From: Donald I Roher <donroher@juno.com>
To: tjarey@home.com
Cc: qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU
Subject: [65458] Re: ElmerRadio and LITZ wire.
Message-ID: <20000310.195645.3326.0.DONROHER@juno.com>

The wire has a higher copper content to allow it to be bent more often
with out the individual fibers fatiguing and breaking. the good litz had
a  woven cotton, tat impregnated covering, much like the early field
phone wire. I still have about 500 feet if you would like a sample.


On Thu, 09 Mar 2000 22:59:21 -0500 "T.J. \"SKIP\" Arey N2EI"
<tjarey@home.com> writes:
>Okay but then that begs the question...How is Litz wire any different
>from common stranded wire???
>
>Bill Kelsey - N8ET - Kanga US wrote:
>> 
>> As I recall - Litz wire is made up of a lot of smaller conductors 
>woven
>> together.  This means a much larger suface area for the RF current 
>to flow on
>> for a given cross section of a particular wire size.
>> 
>> 73 - Bill - N8ET
>> Kanga US
>> kanga@mail.bright.net
>> http://www.bright.net/~kanga/
>> 419-423-4604
>
>-- 
>+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
>
>  T.J. "SKIP" AREY N2EI   e-mail tjarey@home.com
>
>     Website   http://members.home.net/tjarey
>
>     Snail Mail: PO Box 236, Beverly, NJ 08010
>
>   Specialization is for insects!   LAZARUS LONG

________________________________________________________________
YOU'RE PAYING TOO MUCH FOR THE INTERNET!
Juno now offers FREE Internet Access!
Try it today - there's no risk!  For your FREE software, visit:
http://dl.www.juno.com/get/tagj.

------------------------------

Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 22:47:22 -0500
From: "Al Gritzmacher " <ae2t@adelphia.net>
To: qrp-l@lehigh.edu
Subject: [65459] FOX: KQ5U
Message-ID: <200003110348.WAA03701@alpha.buf.adelphia.net>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII
Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

Wow, what conditions last night. Jerry was never very strong up 
here, but a consistant signal and except for the buzz-saw stuff 
good copy.

Don't know why it took so long to bag him, but eventually got into 
the log.

Whatever the buzz-saw is, it sure tears up everything when it's on. 

Lots of strong Hounds heard. Close in stations - PA, OH etc. all 
booming despite the late hour.

Next week will be rough - I will be out of town and don't know if I 
can even get on the air. Will take the K2 and hope I can hang up 
some kind of wire. Anyone in the Pittsburgh area?

72,

Al AE2T
==========================================================
The amazing thing about QRP is not how many contacts are 
made, but that they are made at all. Every QSO is a 
contradiction of conventional wisdom.
72, 
Al Gritzmacher, AE2T 
QRP-L #1664  QRP-ARCI #9837  K2 #274 SOC #326
ae2t@arrl.net  http://members.localnet.com/~ae2t/

------------------------------

Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 22:50:29 -0500
From: Dennis Terribile <wr4i@mindspring.com>
To: qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU
Subject: [65460] SST Offset...way off!
Message-ID: <3.0.6.32.20000310225029.00816c80@mindspring.com>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I have a 20m SST which works fine except that the offset is way off! Folks
are answering me about 2 KC UP! If it werent for the excellant filter, that
probably would be ok..but I can't switch the filter in and out.
Any suggestions please?
Thanks,
Dennis WR4i
Ivy,Va


------------------------------

Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 21:56:30 -0600
From: mjfitz@uswest.net
To: qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU
Subject: [65461] HB:Buy Litz Wire
Message-ID: <38C9C3EE.B4165CE8@uswest.net>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Litz, Snitz...

    Buy some...play with it...

http://www.surplussales.com/Wire-Cable/LitzWire.html

    'nuff said...

    Mike  N0MF



------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 00:27:38 +0000
From: "Steven Weber" <kd1jv@moose.ncia.net>
To: qrp-l@lehigh.edu
Subject: [65462] My SMT Rig
Message-ID: <200003110507.AAA15245@wolf.ncia.net>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII
Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

I built the first pass of a little rig using mostly SMT parts today 
and am glad to report the Rx section up and running :-) 

The main question was if  the UPC8119T MMIC AGC amp would work 
okay at 5 Mhz, seeing the spec sheet gives the frequency responce as 
800 MHz to 1.9 GHz (!) Happly, it does indeed work, although there 
seems to be some problem with oscillation when set at max gain.

The parts line up for the Rx is a dual tuned band pass filter, 
followed by a UPC2745TB 20 dB MMIC preamp, (boy, is that thing 
tiny!) TUF-1H mixer, UPC8119T AGC amp, 3 xtal filter, another 
UPC8119T AGC amp, NE602 product detector, cmos op amp and LM386 audio 
power amp. 

BTW, these NEC MMIC's are available from Mouser and Digi-Key, spec 
sheets can be down loaded from www.cel.com

Sensitivity isn't exceptional, but adaquite. Was hearing quite a few 
stations on 40M tonight with it and could certinaly use an AGC 
circuit. The AGC amp runs on a 3.3 V supply and takes very little 
voltage swing to control the gain. Wasn't sure what it would take to 
control the AGC amp, so left that for later and just using a pot for 
now.    

The next step is to try out the Tx portion. That should be 
fairly straight forward. The Tx is a 2N7000 mosfet, NE461M02, 1 Ghz 
smt medium power transistor driving a 2SC2078 PA. Hopefully, it will 
produce about 4-5 watts out. 

I built the circuit on a 3" x 2.7" board. I decided not to try and 
squez the VFO on the same board and will just use one of my little 
DDS VFO modules. Also decided to make the Rx input filter and Tx LPF 
on a seperate plug in board so it can be a multi-band rig and not 
have to deal with filter switching, just plug in a different filter 
module. 


72,
Steve, KD1JV in the white Mountains of New Hampshire
"melt solder"

------------------------------

Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 23:12:04 -0600
From: "SAAD MAHAINI" <kb6vir@home.com>
To: "Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion" <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [65463] FS/T HW8
Message-ID: <036e01bf8b18$576cfe60$99610718@plano1.tx.home.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Hello,

I have a nice HW8 the I will like to trade for TT Argo 509 accessories, ie
calibrator, filter, etc.  I may entertain a sale or other trade deals.

73s Saad


------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 07:18:04 +0100
From: frasche@etabeta.it (franco schellenbaum)
To: qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU
Subject: [65464] Re: ElmerRadio and LITZ wire.
Message-ID: <v01540b05b4ef115aa6f2@[151.99.217.160]>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Bruce 7kk7zz wrote:
>
>All I know is that litz wound coils have lower stray capacitance when
>compared to solid wound coils.

Absolutely right! Not because of the Litz wire itself, but because of the
"zick-zack" way the coil was wound (my '51 Handbook speaks of "pie" wound
coils): just in order to minimize the self capacitance of the coil.
Hope this helps
73's
franco iz1bdl



------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 07:18:07 +0100
From: frasche@etabeta.it (franco schellenbaum)
To: qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU
Subject: [65465] Re: PTO v. capacitor-tuned?
Message-ID: <v01540b07b4ef1a60c583@[151.99.217.160]>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Tom wrote:
>All this has me wondering why designers chose
>permeability-tuned
>oscillators over variable-capacitor tuned oscillators? These
>PTOs are
>tough animals - mechanically - to build.
>
>From my "Pocket Guide to Collins Ham Radio Eqpmt" by Jay H. Miller  KK5IM
(1995):
PTO was invented by Ted Hunter for Collins war production, and introduced
in Ham gear in 1946.
The PTO dial covered the 1600 - 2000 kHz range with 16 turns.
A variable capacitor would have asked for a 1:32 reduction gear, which was
even tougher to do.
Hope this helps
73's
franco IZ1-BDL



------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 01:42:19 -0500
From: "Jim McKinley" <flyable@starpower.net>
To: "QRP-L" <qrp-l@lehigh.edu>
Subject: [65466] pixie2
Message-ID: <002d01bf8b24$f36613e0$7e2bfea9@oemcomputer>

Hi All,
   Just built a pixie2 and don't feel that it is putting out the advertised
200mw. Has anyone else had this problem and is there an accurate way to
check the output at that level?

Jim WD4OJY



------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 07:54:28 -0500
From: "Ken Simpson" <W8EK@fdt.net>
To: <kizerian@ced.utah.edu>, "Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion" <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [65467] Re: Cheap Magnifying Spectacles, Old Guys, SMT
Message-ID: <019d01bf8b58$f0b2dd20$100bfea9@kensimps>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Bruce,  thanks for this info.

Something even more simple may work depending upon you vision.  I have
simply picked up a pair of the "half glasses" like you suggest, but
get them several notches stronger  (i.e. if you normally need +1.50,
get +2.00).  These seem to work OK for normally soldering, and provide
extra magnification.  I haven't tried this on SMT, but for a lot of
normal work, it is not bad.  The extra magnification from the 2 pairs
would likely be better for the smaller SMT.

By the way, I have seen these "reader" glasses at flea markets here in
Florida for about $2.50 to $3 a pair, so you can't hurt your
pocketbook too much.

Ken, W8EK


-----Original Message-----
From: Bruce Kizerian <kizerian@ced.utah.edu>
To: Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Date: Friday, March 10, 2000 6:10 PM
Subject: Cheap Magnifying Spectacles, Old Guys, SMT


>Are you a frugle old guys (like myself) who wants to do SMT
>assembly? Need a good pair of magnifying spectacles that
>don't cost an arm and a leg? Try this making these high
>power bi-focals.
>
>Buy two pairs of cheap reading glasses at your local
>discount store. The first should be a full size pair just
>strong enough for you to read or do normal assembly at your
>work bench. The second should be a pair with the half sized
>lenses (the kind that look like someone cut off the top half
>of the lens) as strong as you can find--probably around
>2.75+ diopter. Take the smaller lenses out of their frames
>and glue them to the bottom half of the front of the larger
>pair. I used a small amount of hot glue applied to the
>bottom edges only of the smaller lenses. That's all ther is
>to it. They work as well or better than the flip down kind,
>and the don't get in the way when you want to get close to
>your work.
>
>Having spent half my life building electromechanical
>assemblies so small that a 0402 capacitor is considered
>macro rather than micro I can assure you that a pair of
>these glasses will keep your eyes happy and your head from
>hurting.
>
>Bruce kk7zz
>


------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 08:49:13 EST
From: Rick McKee <kc8aon@juno.com>
To: qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU
Subject: [65468] Re: Cheap Magnifying Spectacles, Old Guys, SMT
Message-ID: <20000311.085004.4567.5.kc8aon@juno.com>

I have bought these "half glasses" locally at the "Dollar" stores in the
Malls for a BUCK a pair !  They work super too !


73...Rick McKee KC8AON     { CW lives as long as I do ! }
Willow Wood,Ohio       "oo's"
AR QRP # 269    QRP-L # 2112     ZOMBIE # 718      FPqrp # 33
TriState  BrassPounders # 1

________________________________________________________________
YOU'RE PAYING TOO MUCH FOR THE INTERNET!
Juno now offers FREE Internet Access!
Try it today - there's no risk!  For your FREE software, visit:
http://dl.www.juno.com/get/tagj.

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 08:11:07 -0600
From: Ken Hopper <khopper@uchicago.edu>
To: QRP-L <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [65469] OT [Q] AC power monitoring?
Message-ID: <38CA53FB.C76E3491@uchicago.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Is there a simple way to monitor 110VAC mains on a PC? this seems like such a
simple task, but I can't find a circuit or software to record sags, spikes,
volts, noise etc. Commercial units cost thousands of $$ - there must be a way
to do it on a PC?

TNX,
Ken N9VV <n9vv@arrl.net> http://www.qsl.net/n9vv/

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 08:23:15 -0600
From: Nick Kennedy <nkennedy@tcainternet.com>
To: "'khopper@uchicago.edu'" <khopper@uchicago.edu>, Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [65470] RE: OT [Q] AC power monitoring?
Message-ID: <01BF8B33.0CDA76A0.nkennedy@tcainternet.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Hi Ken--

I have a Radio Shack DVM that has a serial output to the PC and includes 
software to do plotting.  Or you can program your own data capture.  I 
think it was in the $100 range a couple years ago.  It would capture sags 
and sustained overvoltage.  But the sample rate is probably to low to 
capture anything I'd classify as a spike.

I think the meter samples about once per second.  You may have to custom 
build something to capture fast events.  And I don't know about 
noise--you'd almost need some kind of spectrum analyzer.  Maybe it could be 
done on a sound card ...

72,

Nick, WA5BDU
in Arkansas


-----Original Message-----
From:	Ken Hopper [SMTP:khopper@uchicago.edu]

Is there a simple way to monitor 110VAC mains on a PC? this seems like such 
a
simple task, but I can't find a circuit or software to record sags, spikes,
volts, noise etc. Commercial units cost thousands of $$ - there must be a 
way
to do it on a PC?

TNX,
Ken N9VV <n9vv@arrl.net> http://www.qsl.net/n9vv/


------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 06:56:55 -0800 (PST)
From: Ronnie Davis <ke4vpn@yahoo.com>
To: QRL List <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [65471] Convert 50mhz 4 element beam to 10 meters?
Message-ID: <20000311145655.2998.qmail@web606.mail.yahoo.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Hello
I have a dumb question I have a Hy-Gain 4 element beam
that is for 50 mhz that I would love to convert to 10
meters or 40 meters and I would like to know if it is
possible. Since im antenna dumb I have no idea it it
is possible? Thanks fer help de ke4vpn
__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Talk to your friends online with Yahoo! Messenger.
http://im.yahoo.com

------------------------------

Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 08:58:46 -0600
From: "Steve Yates, AA5TB" <aa5tb@swbell.net>
To: Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [65472] Re: OT [Q] AC power monitoring?
Message-ID: <003101bf8aa1$239ca760$72763ed8@aa5tb>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

I just purchased the Radio Shack DVM I believe Nick is speaking of a couple
of weeks ago.  Radio Shack had it on sale for around $50.  The catalog no.
is 22-805.  The meter works great and I am very pleased with it but I could
never get the software to work.  It kept saying that my file named
"threed.vbx" was out of date even though I tried to make sure that I had the
latest one.

I don't know if it is still on sale or not or if the sampling rate is fast
enough for what Ken wants to do with it but I would recommend it for a
relatively low priced DVM.  It has the look (except yellow) and features of
a Fluke 77 although I'm sure it isn't nearly as robust.  But, I guess you
get what you pay for :-)

73,
Steve Yates - AA5TB
Fort Worth, TX - EM12gs
http://home.swbell.net/aa5tb



------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 09:58:18 -0500
From: Ken Newman <N2CQ@citnet.com>
To: QRP-L@lehigh.edu, njqrp@njqrp.org
Subject: [65473] CONTEST: QRP Calendar - This Weekend
Message-ID: <3.0.6.32.20000311095818.009d82a0@mail.citnet.com>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

                    QRP CONTEST CALENDAR

                      March 11-13, 2000

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Wisconsin QSO Party (CW/SSB)...QRP Piggyback  (See Note)

Mar 12 - 1800z to Mar 13 - 0100z

Rules: http://www.warac.org/wqp/2000/00rules.htm

NOTE: Wisconsin Cheeseheads QRP ARC runs a piggyback operation
      for QRPers.  Enter the Wisconsin QP to the sponsor AND then
      send a copy of your summary to AE9K@ARRL.NET. 
Details: http://www.qsl.net/ae9k/wiqrp.html      

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

AND LATER..............

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Somerset Homebrew Contest (CW/SSB - 80 Meters) ...QRP Contest!

Mar 18 - 0000z to 2400z (Any 4 hours)

Rules: http://www.sk3bg.se/contest/somerset.htm

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ohio Winter QSO Party (CW/Phone) ... QRP Category

Mar 18 - 0000z to Mar 19 - 2359z
  
Rules: http://www.cfarc.org/ohqso.htm

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Virginia QSO Party (CW/SSB) ... QRP Category

Mar 18 - 1800z to Mar 20 - 0200z

Rules: http://www.qsl.net/sterling/QSOParty-2.html

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ATLANTICON QRP Convention ...QRP Building Contest(AND MUCH MORE)

Mar 24 - Mar 25

Details: http://www.njqrp.org/atlanticon/

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

CQ World-Wide WPX Contest (SSB) ... QRP Category

Mar 25 - 0000z to Mar 26 - 2400z

Rules: http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/n8bjq/2000RULES.htm

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

                     
 72 de                           ~~~QRP Contest Calendar~~~ 
 Ken Newman - N2CQ         http://www.njqrp.org/data/contesting.html        
 Woodbury, NJ                        
 N2CQ@ARRL.NET                 ~~~WQ2RP NJQRP Club Station~~~ 
                  
        

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 10:00:27 -0500 (EST)
From: Bob Patten <n4bp@bc.seflin.org>
To: SOC Reflector <secondclassopsclub@egroups.com>, QRP-L Reflector <qrp-l@lehigh.edu>
Subject: [65474] SOC Marathon Sprint
Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.10003110932.I21272-0100000@bc.seflin.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Last reminder, begins at 1800Z today.  Everyone is invited to join, 
member or not.  Anyone is eligible to win a certificate.  Membership has 
passed 300, so plenty of high point stations to work.  If you still need 
a number of your own, contact Tim at k5oi@zianet.com.  My K2 is fired up 
and ready to go.  Condx should be good.  Suggest trying 10M early on and 
work your way down the bands as time goes on.  Rules follow:


              SECOND CLASS OPERATOR'S CLUB MARATHON SPRINT
     _________________________________________________________________

SOC Marathon Sprint ??????
Most sprints run four hours, but since we're Second Class Op's, we
need more time!

Date/Time: Mar. 11, 2000, 1800Z through 2400Z

Exchange: Member - RST, State/Province/Country, SOC Number
        Non-Member - RST, State/Province/Country, Power Out

QSO Points: Member = 5 Points; Non-Member, Different Continent = 4 Points
        Non-Member, Same Continent = 2 Points

Multiplier: SPC (State/Province/Country) total for all bands.
        The same station may be worked on more than one  band for
        QSO  points and SPC credit.

Power Multiplier: 0 - 250 MW = X 15;
                  250 MW - 1 Watt = X 10;
                  1 W - 5 W = X 7;
                  Over 5 W = X 1.

Suggested Frequencies:
                      GENERAL       NOVICE
160 Meters 1810 KHz
80 Meters            3560 KHz       3710 KHz
40 Meters            7040 KHz       7110 KHz
20 Meter            14060 KHz
15 Meters           21060 KHz      21110 KHz
10 Meters           28060 KHz      28110 KHz
6 Meters            50128 KHz

Score:
Points (total for all bands) X SPCs (total for all bands) X Power
Multiplier.

Apply an additional multiplier of 1.5 if using a homebrew paddle (kits such
as the NorCal / K8DD paddle qualify).

AND...  Take an additional X10 mult if sending with your left foot while
wearing SOCs.  (Of course no one will copy, so your score will be zero!)

All entries are Multi-Band to promote maximum participation.
Certificates to the top 10 scorers, and to the top scorer in each SPC.
The certificate manager reserves the right to recognize special significant
entries with a certificate award.

Entry includes a copy of the log and a separate summary sheet.
Include duplicate check sheets with entries of 100 QSOs or more.  Indicate
total time-on-the-air, and include a legible name, call, SOC Number
(if any) and address.  All entries must be received within 30 days of the
contest date.  Late entries will be counted as check logs.  Members and
non-members indicate their output power for each band. The highest power
used will determine the power multiplier. Output power is considered as
1/2 of input power.  Include a description of homebrew equipment (including
paddle or key), commercial equipment, and antennas used with each entry.

Include an SASE with your entry for a copy of the results.
Results will be posted on QRP-L and on the SOC Website.  The final decision
on all maters concerning the contests rests with the contest manager.
Entries are welcome via E-Mail to n4bp@bc.seflin.org, or by snail mail to:

                            Bob Patten, N4BP
                            2841 N.W. 112 Terrace
                            Plantation, FL  33323

Check out the Second Class Operator's Club Website!

http://soc-hams.homepage.com



	   73,
				   ,'' '',
     Bob Patten, N4BP              ( 0 0 )               Plantation, FL 
________________________________oOOo-(_)-oOO___________________________________

                         E-Mail: n4bp@bc.seflin.org
                     Web Page: http://www.qsl.net/n4bp
                     Brass Pounder BBS: (954) 472-7715       
			   SOC #1	Whiners #6


------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 08:26:44 -0700
From: Ken Knecht <kenk@primenet.com>
To: qrp-l@lehigh.edu
Subject: [65475] NorCal cap kit question
Message-ID: <3.0.6.32.20000311082644.008119a0@pop.primenet.com>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I needed a 0.001 uf cap and have searched my NorCal kit in vain. I see a
long strip of 0.01 and 0.1s, and bags of caps. The caps in the bags (other
than the electrolytics of course) seem to be all under 1000 pf. Was there
supposed to be a strip of 0.001s that got missed in my kit or are there
some in the bags I didn't see?

TIA

72, Ken W9NPP AZ


------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 08:30:08 -0700
From: Bruce Kizerian <kizerian@ced.utah.edu>
To: qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU
Subject: [65476] OT: Simple .GIF Editor Needed
Message-ID: <38CA667F.F81C378C@ced.utah.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I need a very basic .gif file editor that will allow me to
make minor changes to some ElmeRadio schematics and drawings
in the .gif format.

Thanks

Bruce kk7zz


------------------------------

Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 09:31:05 -0600
From: "Steve Yates, AA5TB" <aa5tb@swbell.net>
To: Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [65477] Re: Convert 50mhz 4 element beam to 10 meters?
Message-ID: <00a401bf8aa5$a744bcc0$72763ed8@aa5tb>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

Hi ke4vpn,

No, that isn't a dumb question.

The wavelength increasing as you decrease frequency.  This means that in
order to convert your 6m Yagi to 10m or 40m Yagi you will have to greatly
increase its size.  For an equivalent Yagi antenna on these bands,
everything would have to be scaled UP in size.  It would probably be easier
to start from scratch.

It might be possible to load the elements with inductors and capacitance
hats to make them work at the lower frequencies but the spacing between
elements would still be too short for those bands.  Or it might be possible
to salvage the boom and use it for a 10m quad boom.

If you're really serious about using the 6m structure for lower frequencies
I would recommend Moxon's book "HF Antennas for All Locations".  One of his
specialties is making super small and efficient directional antennas.  Using
his methods and some additional wire you might be able to convert it to a
lower frequency.  His designs are not for the faint of heart because
dimensions appear critical and they are not constructed using conventional
techniques.  His end result though is a small directional antenna that
rivals larger Yagis.

73,
Steve Yates - AA5TB
Fort Worth, TX - EM12gs
http://home.swbell.net/aa5tb



------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 10:40:26 -0500
From: "AI2Q Alex" <ai2q@ispchannel.com>
To: <rwhite@netins.net>
Cc: "QRP-L (E-mail)" <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [65478] RE: construction: 2n2/40 vfo
Message-ID: <000101bf8b70$2028b540$5c32a7d0@ispchannel.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Hi Ron:

Try swapping a few different varicaps until you find a "good" one. That
worked for me on my 2N2/40 Certificate #9.

Vy 73, AI2Q, Alex in Kennebunk, Maine  QRP-L  687   .-.-.

-----Original Message-----
From: owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU [mailto:owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU]On Behalf Of
Ron White
Sent: Friday, March 10, 2000 6:13 PM
To: Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion
Subject: construction: 2n2/40 vfo


I am building a 2n2/40 rig and the range of the vfo is only 40 KHz.
I've tried increasing C10 from 150 pf to as high as 220 pf which gives a
range of 86 KHz.  What I'd like to know is what is the correct way to
increase the range to about 100 KHz?  That's what the range is supposed to
be, but for some reason mine isn't.  I'm afraid by increasing C10 too much
it will have other dire effects.
I'd like to have the 100 KHz coverage so I can get on 7040 and 7110 with a
few KHz to spare.  The 7110 is our Iowa qrp net freq.

Thanks for any help you can give me.
Ron

Ron White
e-mail - rwhite@netins.net
Amatuer radio WA0MWW



------------------------------

Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 09:46:16 -0600
From: "Steve Yates, AA5TB" <aa5tb@swbell.net>
To: Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [65479] Re: Simple .GIF Editor Needed
Message-ID: <00b101bf8aa7$c84b1ac0$72763ed8@aa5tb>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

Bruce,

I use Paint Shop Pro 6.02 from JASC to do all my image editing.  I bought my
for around $100 BUT you can download it FREE from www.jasc.com and use it
for 30 days.  It won't work after 30 days but if you don't have much to do
maybe that will be that you will need.  It will even animate you GIF files.
I've used many graphic programs but this one is the must intuitively easy to
use for me and it does everything I want it to do.

I have found a lot of free stuff by just doing a Web search or going to
www.winfiles.com and follow the links to graphic editors.

Good luck.

73,
Steve Yates - AA5TB
Fort Worth, TX - EM12gs
http://home.swbell.net/aa5tb




------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 10:11:58 -0500
From: Joseph Trombino Jr <joebarb@wilmington.net>
To: QRP-L@LEHIGH.EDU
Subject: [65480] F.S. QRP items
Message-ID: <3.0.6.32.20000311101158.00902b00@wilmington.net>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"


Hello fellow QRP'ers:

Too many QRP rigs and paddles around here so time to move some things out
of the shack.

NorCal NC-20 with AGC mod (and others), 10 turn pot, full 7 watts of very
stable power output (no chirp, etc), unpainted, will ship CONUS for $120.

VibroPlex Square Racer Iambic paddle, black base (like new condition) with
original box, will ship for $90 or trade (with cash) against a WBL V22
paddle in similar condition.

Back to staining the new equipment shelves.....what fun:-)

				72, Joe W2KJ (North Carolina) 


------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 10:28:49 -0500
From: Joseph Trombino Jr <joebarb@wilmington.net>
To: QRP-L@LEHIGH.EDU
Subject: [65481] Antennas--right angles
Message-ID: <3.0.6.32.20000311102849.00902b00@wilmington.net>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"


Hello Fellow QRP'ers:

Have been having a great time listening to signals and switching between my
40m EDZ and my newly installed Carolina Windom 80.  These antennas are at
an approximate right angle to each other and are up about 60 feet.  Both
antennas work great using a tuner from 80m-10m.

It's very interesting to compare signal strengths of both DX and CONUS
stations while switching back and forth between these antennas.
Differences can range from no difference at all to several S units!!  Also
interesting to note the differences in directionality...lots of lobes at
work here I guess.

My question for the antenna gurus on the list is this:  Assuming two
half-wave dipoles are installed at right angles to each other and both are
a half-wavelength above an ideal ground, and suppose a signal hits one
dipole broadside perfectly, is there a predictable difference in signal
strength between the two antennas???
 
Just wondering.....anyway, actually working the DX stations I hear while
switching between the two antennas is certainly more fun than theorizing:-)

					72, Joe W2KJ (North Carolina)


------------------------------

Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 10:39:13 -0600
From: "Steve Yates, AA5TB" <aa5tb@swbell.net>
To: joebarb@wilmington.net, Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [65482] Re: Antennas--right angles
Message-ID: <00fe01bf8aaf$2be808c0$72763ed8@aa5tb>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

Joe,

I believe there are a lot of factors involved but typically a dipole's
directivity is only evident on signals arriving at the lower elevation
angles.  Therefore, on close-in signals there may not be much difference
between the two antennas but as the distance increases one dipole will favor
the signal over the other assuming one antenna is broadside to the signal.

Another minor factor is that the polarization of a horizontal dipole when
viewed from the END is predominately vertical.  Therefore, depending on the
polarization of an arriving signal at a given instant one dipole maybe
better then the other.  This would explain the rare times when a signal
favors the end-wise dipole rather then the one in which the signal is normal
to it.

73,
Steve Yates - AA5TB
Fort Worth, TX - EM12gs
http://home.swbell.net/aa5tb



------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 11:38:22 -0500
From: pastor-kc1di <elbc@pivot.net>
To: joebarb@wilmington.net, Joseph Trombino Jr <joebarb@wilmington.net>, "Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion" <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [65483] Re: Antennas--right angles
Message-ID: <00031111394500.00829@KC1DI>
Content-Type: text/plain
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit

On Sat, 11 Mar 2000, Joseph Trombino Jr wrote:
> Hello Fellow QRP'ers:
> 
> Have been having a great time listening to signals and switching between my
> 40m EDZ and my newly installed Carolina Windom 80.  These antennas are at
> an approximate right angle to each other and are up about 60 feet.  Both
> antennas work great using a tuner from 80m-10m.
> 
> It's very interesting to compare signal strengths of both DX and CONUS
> stations while switching back and forth between these antennas.
> Differences can range from no difference at all to several S units!!  Also
> interesting to note the differences in directionality...lots of lobes at
> work here I guess.
> 
> My question for the antenna gurus on the list is this:  Assuming two
> half-wave dipoles are installed at right angles to each other and both are
> a half-wavelength above an ideal ground, and suppose a signal hits one
> dipole broadside perfectly, is there a predictable difference in signal
> strength between the two antennas???
>  
> Just wondering.....anyway, actually working the DX stations I hear while
> switching between the two antennas is certainly more fun than theorizing:-)
> 
> 					72, Joe W2KJ (North Carolina)

HI Joe,

assuming a perfect inviroment-- theoretically there shoulb be about 3db
difference in the two antennas at the half wave frequency.. 
73 dave 

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 10:52:30 -0600
From: "George T. Baker" <w5yr@att.net>
To: khopper@uchicago.edu
Cc: Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [65484] Re: OT [Q] AC power monitoring?
Message-ID: <38CA79CE.F91C32DB@att.net>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Ken, there are some basic design issues here that are not simple or
inexpensive to deal with.

If you were attempting to capture transients, such as spikes, that might
last for 1 to 10 microseconds and have rise and fall times in the order
of a fraction of a microsecond, then you can see that you need to sample
the line voltage at a multi-megaHertz rate. This means that you must deal
with a continuous incoming stream of data at a rate of, say, in the order
of 10 to 100,000,000 samples per second. This data must then be digitized
to an appropriate number of bits. IF 8-bit data were acceptable, then
data rates of up to 800,000,000 bits per second are involved. Subsequent
processing of the data depends, of course, on what you are looking for,
etc.

I think that you can see that this is not a trivial task and can better
appreciate why those commercial units cost 'thousands of $$.' Not many
'PCs' can work with incoming data rates approaching a billion bits per
second.

72/73, George      	       
Fairview, TX   30 mi NE Dallas in Collin county
Amateur Radio W5YR, in the 54th year and it just keeps getting better!
R/C since 1964 - AMA 98452   RVing since 1972       Kachina #91900556
 

Ken Hopper wrote:
> 
> Is there a simple way to monitor 110VAC mains on a PC? this seems like such a
> simple task, but I can't find a circuit or software to record sags, spikes,
> volts, noise etc. Commercial units cost thousands of $$ - there must be a way
> to do it on a PC?

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 07:53:36 -0900
From: John Raynsford <al7jk@gci.net>
To: qrp Discussion <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [65485] Re: HW-9 SCHEMATIC
Message-ID: <38CA7A0F.92F0FC70@gci.net>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit



"Bradfield, Brad V." wrote:

> Can anybody help me with an HW-9 schematic to help a newcomer in Alaska get
> on the air?  He has a dead rig.
>
> 72's es 73's,
>
> Brad, W5CGH
>
> ====================================================
>

Hello Brad, I have both the schematics and assembly manuals
for the HW-9.

907 696 1870
AL7JK, John
Eagle River, Ak




------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 12:02:51 -0500
From: Ken Newman <N2CQ@citnet.com>
To: QRP-L@lehigh.edu, njqrp@njqrp.org
Subject: [65486] CONTEST: QRP Calendar - More This Weekend
Message-ID: <3.0.6.32.20000311120251.009bd940@mail.citnet.com>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

                    QRP CONTEST CALENDAR

                      March 11-13, 2000

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Late Addition:

SECOND CLASS OPERATOR'S CLUB MARATHON SPRINT ...QRP Contest !!

Mar 11 - 1800z to 2400z

Rules: http://soc-hams.homepage.com/20000311.htm

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Wisconsin QSO Party (CW/SSB)...QRP Piggyback  (See Note)

Mar 12 - 1800z to Mar 13 - 0100z

Rules: http://www.warac.org/wqp/2000/00rules.htm

NOTE: Wisconsin Cheeseheads QRP ARC runs a piggyback operation
      for QRPers.  Enter the Wisconsin QP to the sponsor AND then
      send a copy of your summary to AE9K@ARRL.NET. 
Details: http://www.qsl.net/ae9k/wiqrp.html      

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

AND LATER..............

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Somerset Homebrew Contest (CW/SSB - 80 Meters) ...QRP Contest!

Mar 18 - 0000z to 2400z (Any 4 hours)

Rules: http://www.sk3bg.se/contest/somerset.htm

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ohio Winter QSO Party (CW/Phone) ... QRP Category

Mar 18 - 0000z to Mar 19 - 2359z
  
Rules: http://www.cfarc.org/ohqso.htm

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Virginia QSO Party (CW/SSB) ... QRP Category

Mar 18 - 1800z to Mar 20 - 0200z

Rules: http://www.qsl.net/sterling/QSOParty-2.html

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ATLANTICON QRP Convention ...QRP Building Contest(AND MUCH MORE)

Mar 24 - Mar 25

Details: http://www.njqrp.org/atlanticon/

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

CQ World-Wide WPX Contest (SSB) ... QRP Category

Mar 25 - 0000z to Mar 26 - 2400z

Rules: http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/n8bjq/2000RULES.htm

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


                     
 72 de                           ~~~QRP Contest Calendar~~~ 
 Ken Newman - N2CQ         http://www.njqrp.org/data/contesting.html        
 Woodbury, NJ                        
 N2CQ@ARRL.NET                 ~~~WQ2RP NJQRP Club Station~~~ 
                  
        

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 10:03:01 -0800
From: "Dave" <k7prz@earthlink.net>
To: <qrp-l@lehigh.edu>
Subject: [65487] Feedline Question
Message-ID: <004c01bf8b84$45a8d660$9d391c26@dave>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="Windows-1252"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

I want to put up a extended Zep antenna for 40 meters.

The Antenna books talks about spacing between the
left and right side of the "dipole halfs".

But I'm not clear how far apart the two sides should be.

I'll be feeding with 450 ohm ladder line which is about
1 1/4 inches wide.  If I use a 6 inch glass insulator
between the two, does that "delta" or "Y" mess up
the characteristics?

Would it be better to use a 6 foot broom stick (well, I guess
string would work!) between the two halfs and then feed with
two single separated feed lines into my balanced line tuner?  Or is that =
overkill?


If I'm reading the info right, each side will be about 40 feet long.

I've got these two 100 foot Douglas Firs that look bare with
no antennas between them.

Thanks

k7prz in Ridgefield, WA




------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 13:27:51 -0500
From: "Ted Roycraft" <roycraft@research.att.com>
To: <k7prz@earthlink.net>, "Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion" <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [65488] RE: Feedline Question
Message-ID: <NDBBLFGPDNMKOBNOINIHMEBHCOAA.roycraft@research.att.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="Windows-1252"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Dave,
It doesn't matter.

73, Ted, W2ZK

> -----Original Message-----
> From: owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU [mailto:owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU]On Behalf Of
> Dave
> Sent: Saturday, March 11, 2000 1:03 PM
> To: Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion
> Subject: Feedline Question
> 
> 
> I want to put up a extended Zep antenna for 40 meters.
> 
> The Antenna books talks about spacing between the
> left and right side of the "dipole halfs".
> 
> But I'm not clear how far apart the two sides should be.
> 
> I'll be feeding with 450 ohm ladder line which is about
> 1 1/4 inches wide.  If I use a 6 inch glass insulator
> between the two, does that "delta" or "Y" mess up
> the characteristics?
> 
> Would it be better to use a 6 foot broom stick (well, I guess
> string would work!) between the two halfs and then feed with
> two single separated feed lines into my balanced line tuner?  Or 
> is that overkill?
> 
> 
> If I'm reading the info right, each side will be about 40 feet long.
> 
> I've got these two 100 foot Douglas Firs that look bare with
> no antennas between them.
> 
> Thanks
> 
> k7prz in Ridgefield, WA
> 
> 
> 
> 

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 12:29:45 -0600 (CST)
From: Bruce Rattray <rattray@gpfn.sk.ca>
To: QRP-Canada <qrp-canada@lists.gpfn.sk.ca>, Low Power Group <qrp-l@LeHigh.EDU>
Subject: [65489] Fox: Teams
Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.3.95.1000311122249.11203A-100000@neale.gpfn.sk.ca>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII


Sorry I haven't been around for awhile folks....Bonnie took me into the
hospital a week ago yesterday with a kidney stone attack, had sugery
the following Monday night, the stone was about the size of a large pea
and would have never passed through and I just walked in the door of our
house about an hour ago....I'll do my best to get things caught up now....
so more later...thanks for your patience....

..72/73 - Bruce (VE5RC+VE5QRP) QRP-C#1  QRP-L#886  ARCI#9683  Zombie#272
          A-1 Operator Club - 10/10# 944 - SOC #11 & #12  - Whiner#10 - 
          "QRP! How sweet it is!"        "I am da man wit "DAH" paddle!"


------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 12:44:18 -0600
From: "George T. Baker" <w5yr@att.net>
To: k7prz@earthlink.net
Cc: Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [65490] Re: Feedline Question
Message-ID: <38CA9402.F1BA9D71@att.net>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Use a convenient center insulator of whatever size is reasonable and
available and run your 450-ohm line from there. Spacing between dipole
halves on 40 is irrelevant as long as it is "small." Your 6" insulator
will do fine. 
If you run the feedline up over the top of the insulator and let it
support the weight of the line, that will take all strain off the line to
antenna connections and avoid future breakage. Mine has been up for
several years with no sign of problem there.

Why not consider a Extended DOUBLE Zepp of 168 feet and pick up 3 db of
broadside gain plus having an antenna that will work very well on 80 and
load up nicely on 160? Mine has been a real winner.

72/73, George      	       
Fairview, TX   30 mi NE Dallas in Collin county
Amateur Radio W5YR, in the 54th year and it just keeps getting better!
R/C since 1964 - AMA 98452   RVing since 1972       Kachina #91900556


Dave wrote:
> 
> I want to put up a extended Zep antenna for 40 meters.

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 12:46:12 -0600
From: "Cla KA0GKC" <ka0gkc@arrl.net>
To: "QRP-l" <qrp-l@lehigh.edu>
Subject: [65491] Help Diplexer Calculator
Message-ID: <039f01bf8b8a$6a695960$0200000a@aplitech>

Hello all,
Somewhere in the not so distant pass there was a posting that lead to a web
page that had a JavaScript diplexer (diplexor?) calculator.  I thought I had
saved that but I can't find the reference now.  Could someone pass this URL
along to me?

There is the possibility that this was a small windows program, but I really
think it was on a web page.

Thanks, 73 de Cla KA0GKC

PS.  Yes, I tried google among other search engines to no avail.



------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 13:36:12 -0600
From: tedkell@juno.com
To: qrp-l@lehigh.edu
Subject: [65492] Desoldering Braid
Message-ID: <20000311.133635.-4040755.4.tedkell@juno.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Anyone have a suggestion for the "correct" size desoldering braid to
match the size of SMDs to be used in the NORCAL kits upcoming?  I see
.030, .060, .08x, .1, ....  Is it better to be narrower

I am planning on getting the narrowest tips available for my Hakko 900m
handpiece, 1.2 mm or 3/64 inch.  Is that the right size, or would the 2mm
(5/64 inch) be better?

Any advise from people that have done this would be appreciated.

TIA

Ted Kell
KC5CUW

________________________________________________________________
YOU'RE PAYING TOO MUCH FOR THE INTERNET!
Juno now offers FREE Internet Access!
Try it today - there's no risk!  For your FREE software, visit:
http://dl.www.juno.com/get/tagj.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 00 20:02:21 America/Fort_Wayne
From: M Goins <mgoins@usa.net>
To: qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU
Subject: [65493] new a couple of op-amps
Message-ID: <20000311200221.13615.qmail@aw163.netaddress.usa.net>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

Anyone have a couple of LM3900's laying around that they'd part with? =


I need two and hate to pay a minimum from one of the suppliers (and if I =
go
through B&G or someone, I'll spend $30 before I can stop myself). =


thanks.

mike
wb5yjx
SOC54

____________________________________________________________________
Get free email and a permanent address at http://www.amexmail.com/?A=3D1

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 12:23:50 -0800
From: "Alan Kaul" <alan.kaul@worldnet.att.net>
To: <ke4vpn@yahoo.com>
Cc: <qrp-l@lehigh.edu>
Subject: [65494] Re: Convert 50mhz 4 element beam to 10 meters?
Message-ID: <001601bf8b97$b7b9e880$950c480c@default>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Ronnie, it is not a dumb question but converting a 6m YAGI to a lower
frequency band is a handful for the experienced antenna builder.

I personally believe converting a 6M yagi to 40M is out of the question.
Converting to 10M is possible but it is complicated enough that it is not a
good first project for a yagi designer.

I am unfamiliar with the boom length -- but assuming it is approx 8 feet,
then it is a satisfactory length to convert 4 elements on 6 to 3 elements on
10.  As it turns out 7-10 feet of boom is "adequate" for a three element,
10M yagi.  A "better" boom length would be around 16-17 feet which would
allow up to quarter-wave space for each of the parasitic elements.

Conversion would involve removing the two middle elements and relocating the
driven element in the middle of the boom, calculating new lengths for all
three elements, based on spacing of the front from the middle and the back
from the middle and their tapered lengths, the size of the element to boom
mounting plate, etc.  You will also have to design a new feed mechanism
(unless it is a "dipole" style feed currently which might be usable on 10M
without altering).  Then you must find the metal tubing which will lengthen
the elements, assemble the antenna to the new dimensions and determine if
the boom is of sufficient diameter to mechanically support the elements, at
their new weight, etc.

It is probably easier to start from scratch -- and copy a proven design like
something you might find in the ARRL Antenna book, etc.

But whatever you decide, good luck and best 72/73

Alan Kaul, W6RCL, LaCanada, CA
w6rcl@amsat.org , http://home.att.net/~alan.kaul/index.html


------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 21:24:47 +0100
From: "Hubert Smits" <hubert.smits@wxs.nl>
To: <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [65495] Soundcard problem?
Message-ID: <NDBBIDPLKMEGGIBAJAOJKELPCCAA.hubert.smits@wxs.nl>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

OM's

I'm experiencing a naughty problem while studying for my A license (Dutch
version, requires passing a 12 wpm morse test). I'm using the MorseCat
program to listen to CW. With lower speeds (up to 12 wpm) this works fine.
But at higher speeds the sound loses quality. This sounds like an echo is
added to the di's. This echo appears after 60 - 90 seconds of listening and
gets worse. After 3 to 4 minutes I can't distinguish the seperate di's in an
S. I have tried different programs (SuperMorse) but with the same result,
also working straight from DOS. It doesn't matter whether I use the sound
card or the system beeper, neither with different headphones, mono or
stereo. Also different PC's (both laptops) have the same result. Adding a
capacitor or resistor (both low value) between the leads of the headphones
does not help.

Two questions here: is the problem with technology or between my ears, ie.
does it require training to keep seperating the di's at high speed (I'm
practicing at 21wpm). Second question: how to fix it. For now I listen to
the speakers, which has the advantage that my wife and two dogs can also
pass the test :-)

73 de Hubert, PE9HSM
pe9hsm@amsat.org

"Frustra fit per plura quod potest fieri per pauciora
- It is vain to do with more what can be done with less"


------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 12:25:33 -0800
From: "Dave" <k7prz@earthlink.net>
To: "George T. Baker" <w5yr@att.net>, <qrp-l@lehigh.edu>
Subject: [65496] Re: Feedline Question
Message-ID: <008d01bf8b97$f7a0db20$9d391c26@dave>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

Hi George.  I looked at the double zep but I don't
want to build capacitors to put in the antenna.

Or do I need them?


I've already got other much longer antennas up there in the
sky for 80 and 160 but not of any exact measured length.
One is a dipole about 450 feet long fed with ladderline,
the other is an end fed long wire about 500 feet long.
I've got 7 acres of trees to use as sky hooks.

I hung a full wave 40 meter loop (hanging verticle) about
20 feet off the ground and want to put up a cut 40 meter dipole or zep =
higher
in the air and switch between for comparisons.

Thanks

Dave
k7prz@earthlink.net



------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 16:01:34 -0600
From: "David" <wa9pds@soltec.net>
To: <qrp-l@Lehigh.edu>
Subject: [65497] HELP
Message-ID: <002001bf8ba5$62b8b4c0$85b294ce@daves>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

I'm new to QRP and am considering buying the following MFJ items for =
portable use: MFJ 9040, 5w, cw scvr; MFJ 4114, rechargeabel power pack; =
MFJ 971, portable ant tuner w/meter; MJF 726, plug-in audio filter and =
MFJ 412, plug-in Curtis keyer. Anyone out there ever had experience with =
any of these? Any advise, comments, hints, guidance, will be greatly =
appreciated. Thanks from a "converting" QRPer.
Dave


------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 16:04:39 -0600
From: "George T. Baker" <w5yr@att.net>
To: hubert.smits@wxs.nl
Cc: Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [65498] Re: Soundcard problem?
Message-ID: <38CAC2F7.87C8B3B5@att.net>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Hubert, maybe the problem is in what you are expecting to hear and how
you are going about it.

First off, FORGET about trying to count the dits in an S at any speed!
What you must learn is the rhythm and "sound" of the S character, not the
number of dits it contains. This is true for any character.

I think that what you are experiencing is normal in that as speed
increases one's perception of the exact makeup of the character - in
terms of individual dits and dahs - begins to blur as the sounds blend
into one another. The fact that this effect happens with any computer and
any sound reproducer, etc. pretty well says the problem is "between your
ears" as you put it.

I do not have any particular remedy to suggest other than that you
concentrate on the overall sound of each character and find ways to
identify its unique rhythm rather than its numerical makeup of dits and
dahs. 

As speed increases it is only natural that the individual element sounds
come closer and closer together and that they begin to take on a single
collective sound.

I am sure that many others can offer advice in this area.

72/73, George      	       
Fairview, TX   30 mi NE Dallas in Collin county
Amateur Radio W5YR, in the 54th year and it just keeps getting better!
R/C since 1964 - AMA 98452   RVing since 1972       Kachina #91900556


Hubert Smits wrote:

<with snips>

> But at higher speeds the sound loses quality. This sounds like an echo is
> added to the di's. This echo appears after 60 - 90 seconds of listening and
> gets worse. After 3 to 4 minutes I can't distinguish the seperate di's in an
> S.
 
> Two questions here: is the problem with technology or between my ears, ie.
> does it require training to keep seperating the di's at high speed (I'm
> practicing at 21wpm).

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 14:16:27 -0800
From: "Dave" <k7prz@earthlink.net>
To: <qrp-l@lehigh.edu>
Subject: [65499] Re: HELP
Message-ID: <00cf01bf8ba7$7311aa00$9d391c26@dave>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

Good question---I was about to ask the same thing.
Also looking at the new MFJ QRP-Cub but I can't find
the freq. range on 40 meters.  Is there only a 50 khz
spread on tuning?

Does that 971 tuner have a 6 watt full scale range
for qrp work?  The catalog says it's user selectable.
Not sure what that means---switch on the back or
wiring mod?

Dave=20
k7prz


------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 15:23:23 -0700
From: Tim Hodges <7twh@ttc-cmc.net>
To: Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [65500] SW-40 / Tick-1 connection
Message-ID: <38CAC75B.5726786E@ttc-cmc.net>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I am putting a tick-1 together for use with my SW-40. Problem 
is it continually keys the transmitter. I am using the
4.7k resistor/2n2222 circuit that came with the tick. 
I have looked for the obvious (short in the key circuit etc.)
Anyone else had trouble with this? Should I lower the resisance 
in the base to drive the 2n2222 farther into cut-off?

72 de Tim KD7JZ
-- 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+
Tim and Kathey Hodges               mailto: 7twh@ttc-cmc.net
KD7JZ   N3MAF
http://www.ttc-cmc.net/~7twh

"Through our scientific genius, we have made this world a 
neighborhood; now through our moral and spiritual 
development, we must make of it a brotherhood." - MLK, Jr.
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 16:31:24 -0800
From: Robert G Seymour <bobsey1@juno.com>
To: qrp-l@lehigh.edu
Subject: [65501] HW-7
Message-ID: <20000311.163125.-126979.1.bobsey1@juno.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

A while back someone on the list was looking for an HW-7 manual. I
thought I had one but I guess it had made its way to the bottom of the
pile. Today it resurfaced and if anyone still wants it I will be willing
to part with it for mailing costs. Let me know.

Bob W0LK in Arkansas
________________________________________________________________
YOU'RE PAYING TOO MUCH FOR THE INTERNET!
Juno now offers FREE Internet Access!
Try it today - there's no risk!  For your FREE software, visit:
http://dl.www.juno.com/get/tagj.

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 17:39:55 EST
From: Macstein@aol.com
To: qrp-l@lehigh.edu, elecraft@qth.net
Subject: [65502] SOC mobile with K2 de AF4PS
Message-ID: <98.2b9872b.25fc253b@aol.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Ok, I had to be out and about today.  So I stuck the K2 in the truck and used 
a trimmed CB antenna on 10 meters at 5 watts, with the NC paddles strapped 
down.  This was my first try at QRP/M.  Nice "head copy" practice!  WHAT 
FUN!!!!!

Thanks to Jim, N0UR, for the FB report and for hanging with me.  Banded 
really opened out West:  K7RE, N7ZFI, KI7Y.  More "local" were AB5CX, AD5TN, 
KC5RGQ, W3FMB.  I heard a lot more than I could work, as I can't chew gum and 
walk at the same time, let alone drive and send.

K2's Noise Blanker works VERY well.  I'm hooked.  Gotta get some kind of 
mobile ant. now.

-MAC-
AF4PS
All around Tampa, FL
SOC #28

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 22:41:04 -0000
From: "Denis Naylor" <aldebaran@ukgateway.net>
To: "Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion" <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [65503] Elecraft K2 in the UK
Message-ID: <005d01bf8baa$e7cc72a0$8f0fbc3e@default>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="Windows-1252"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Hello has anyone in the UK experience of building this rig?
I would appreciate any info or  feedback on costs construction and
performance.
I am subscribed to Elecraft but would appreciate the Uk view on cost
availability and performance on this fascinating project.
73
Denis GM3skn Shetland Islands UK


------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 16:46:36 -0500
From: Stuart Rohre <rohre@arlut.utexas.edu>
To: GM0NWI Andy <Gm0nwi@tesco.net>, "qrp-l@lehigh.edu" <qrp-l@lehigh.edu>
Subject: [65504] HEATH HWx, subs for meters
Message-ID: <38CABEBC.C9D8B91E@arlut.utexas.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Andy,
Saw your repost, still needing meter for HW8.

This morning, we had our AQRP club meeting, and I was showing the Ten Tec 1251
Counterpoise Tuner kit I am building.

Someone remarked about its meter looking like the HW series Heath meters! 
Perhaps you can order a meter from Ten Tec and use it.  It is a 500 micro amp
basic movement I think.  Current full scale is what you need to know from the
HW8 to spec a replacement meter.  The part no. you quote is an in-house Heath
no., not the meter maker's no.  Now, a couple years ago, I saw posts that
Heath still sells kit parts, if they have stock. Am not sure if they have web
site, but worth a check. However, it is problematical if they would have this
old part, and its cost and export might be difficult, while I think Ten Tec
exports to U.K. or has an agent there.

The Ten Tec meter is a Korean import, with the front plastic face held to the
meter plastic body with transparent tape on the edges.  The body is fairly
flat with the container for the magnet and coil sticking out the back.  If the
HW8 original meter is like this, this Ten Tec could be made to work.  BTW,
only the scale face sticks thru the panel in a horizontal rectangular hole.
Does this match Heath?  IE, no bolts to hold meter to panel, you have a
mechanical strap or metal bracket to press it against back of front panel.

In general, besides mounting, meter body size, and current rating, the scale
marking matching is an issue.  On these imported Korea meters, you untape the
face, and the meter scale is on a removable white plastic face plate.  You
could make a replacement, or use the Heath one, if it also detaches from the
old meter. White card stock could also be used to make a copy scale, and cut
to fit meter you use.

You asked about meter failure modes.  In general, the weak point of these
meters is the solder joints of the coil of the moving armature to the end
springs, or to the lugs at the back of the plastic body.  You can open up the
old meter case and with a steady hand remove the movement to inspect the
solder lug connections, and the two end spring to armature coil connections. 
However, on similar meters, I also have seen in-the-coil failures due to humid
climate condensation of moisture in the coil.  Such an armature "could" in
theory be rewound, but getting it as tight, or getting the smallish wire
gauges used is not easy.  Far easier is to find a mechanically similar meter,
swap or copy scales, add a shunt resistor if needed to convert the current
range, and use the import substitute.  Heath imported those meters likely from
the same vendor in Asia, or the presently sold ones were copied from the other
Asian vendor.

This same meter style was common in the 70's in small stereo amplifier
systems, reel to reel tape recorders, and I even found one in a garage sale
8mm movie projector for $1!!! Have someone shop used sales of such equipment
for the meter, especially, if the stereo is not working, such as in dust bin
at an electronics repair shop.
I had an antenna tuner that had an open meter movement from excess current in
the coil, or static charge built up on a prior owner's antenna, and thus I was
able to find a replacement.  After buying the first used item to salvage a
meter, I even found an almost serviceable one in a "free box" at a ham swap
meet, however, its bent pointer kept me from using it.  Am not sure how many
second hand sales you have access to in U.K., and I know you have to depend on
ham friends who are mobile to scout this out, but hope these hints help you
find a suitable meter.

I have used many ways of adapting substitute meters in equipment short of
cutting any new holes.  I always find something smaller that will at least fit
the old hole, and thus save the value of the case for a later finding of the
exact fit meter.  Various tapes, plastic shims, and other means like hot melt
glue can tack an "almost" meter into the box.  Silicon rubber caulk (or
bathtub caulk) makes a good glue for both small meters and attaching slide
switches to back of panels with no screw holes.

Hope the above helps you find the meter you need.  Also note used CB equipment
like SWR meters and rigs sometimes used similar meters to what Heath used.

Good Luck Andy,
hang in there and 72,
Stuart K5KVH
Austin TX USA

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 17:50:25 EST
From: Macstein@aol.com
To: scohen@tampabay.rr.com, mikemo@attglobal.net, qrp-l@lehigh.edu
Subject: [65505] [CLUBS]  West FL QRP - Did I get the wrong day?!?!?!
Message-ID: <a.18d557d.25fc27b1@aol.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

We had a ton of "visitors" today.  Half of the Lakeland ARC came over to see 
what we "do".  I had visited them last week to do a QRP presentation.  Rick, 
KG4FER (a GOOD tech!) drove over from Orlando.  I, of course had promised all 
of them Doughnuts......

Anyway, Steve, can I get some TiCK 3's if you have any left???  I need three.

My "new" old scope has a noisey cooling fan, but works FB.

Pat, VE6AAN, was visiting from the Northland and brought his array of SWL - 
GM rigs and a Ten Tech.   Interesting seeing how Dave B's designs evolved to 
the DSW. (Pat, you left your Tilley Hat in my car - THANKS!!!! - kidding.)

Bill W4STX brought a contribution of QRPq's for the library.

Thanks to all who came!  Hope to have more next month.

-MAC-
AF4PS
QRP-L #704


------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 16:54:25 -0600
From: "Mike =?ISO-8859-1?Q?N=D8WDM"?= <michaelbstjames@email.msn.com>
To: <wa9pds@soltec.net>, "Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion" <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [65506] Re: HELP
Message-ID: <002201bf8bac$c1200480$082a0b3f@default>

David and Dave ... et al.

With the rig you are thinking about you will have a very fine QRP station.
The audio filter is a little hissy and the keyer is very basic but I've been
using a similar station for 6 months or so and I have a lot of fun.  I like
my mfj stuff.

Having said that you might want to consider some options.

First, consider acquiring all of the above but 'used'.  You'll save about
1/3 to 1/2 the cost.  These items show up regularly on the list.  I've
bought several and so far I have been pleased with every purchase.

Option Two ....

MFJ equipment is pretty basic, not very economical battery-wise and kinda
big ....
if you ask me.

So you might want to consider a Red Hot 40 if that's your band of choice.  I
don't own one but I've never heard negatives about them.  You can get a
frequency
annunciator and a tick keyer with memory options if I recall correctly.
Apparently they are fairly easy to build but again you'll see them from time
to time for sale on the list.

I have a sw 40 that I like a lot but it has no built in keyer as well as a
Norcal 40 that is very gentle on the battery for field work.

If you do opt for the mfj set, and plan to purchase it new, be sure to get
the package including the antenna and carry handle.  I very much like their
folded dipole.

Finally ..... the 971 tuner has been a fine tuner for me.  It is adjustable
to very low output and is fairly accurate SWR wise.  But the real advantage
is that it will tune coax, balance line and random wire with very little
adjustment.

So welcome to QRP.  Whatever you do ..... Have Fun!

Mike in Minnesota
-----Original Message-----
From: David <wa9pds@soltec.net>
To: Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Date: Saturday, March 11, 2000 4:02 PM
Subject: HELP









------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 18:08:20 EST
From: RangerSF5@aol.com
To: michaelbstjames@email.msn.com, qrp-l@lehigh.edu
Subject: [65507] Re: HELP
Message-ID: <17.2d32d22.25fc2be4@aol.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

In a message dated 3/11/00 5:55:01 PM Eastern Standard Time, 
michaelbstjames@email.msn.com writes:

<< 
 With the rig you are thinking about you will have a very fine QRP station.
 The audio filter is a little hissy and the keyer is very basic but I've been
 using a similar station for 6 months or so and I have a lot of fun.  I like
 my mfj stuff.
  >>
The hiss will not keep you from a QRPp copy plus there is a mod and MFJ may 
now have that in the newer rigs.
The mod is a cap and resistor in series on pin 1 and 5 of the audio chip.
Bob
WA2HOQrp <tm>

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 16:13:06 -0700
From: Ray Colbert <af852@rgfn.epcc.edu>
To: n2apb@erols.com
Subject: [65508] Re: SNAP Kit  "Q
Message-ID: <38CAD302.BCCB33C9@rgfn.epcc.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Been trying to access the club site to look at the SNAP
info - nothing happens - the access just never seems to
connect.  I've had no problems with any other sites today.
Maybe the phone lines are over loaded or maybe the site
is overwhelmed with the gang looking?
not complaining - just curious.
73
Ray

-- 
"The more I see of the representatives of the people,
the more I admire my dogs." 
letter from Count d'Orsay to John Foster 1850
---------------------
Ray Colbert, W5XE, OOTC#3618, SOWP#1064M NARTE-NCT2 SOC#78
(also w5xe@juno.com   El Paso,(FAR WEST)  TEXAS

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 20:24:57 +0000
From: Arjen Raateland <Arjen.Raateland@vyh.fi>
To: frasche@etabeta.it
Cc: Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [65509] Re: ElmerRadio and LITZ wire.
Message-ID: <38CAAB99.11C1@vyh.fi>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

franco schellenbaum wrote:
> Absolutely right! Not because of the Litz wire itself, but because of the
> "zick-zack" way the coil was wound (my '51 Handbook speaks of "pie" wound
> coils): just in order to minimize the self capacitance of the coil.

AFAIK, Litz wire is not useful on ham band frequencies above a few MHz.
I'm not sure about 160 m, though. In recent times I've seen Litz wire
only on low frequency inverter transformers with ferrite cores, i.e. in
switch mode power supplies at, say, 100 kHz.

BTW, what brought this up? Maybe somebody could recapitulate the
original point. I have either forgotten or missed it, hi.

73,
-- 
Arjen Raateland
oh2zaz

SAS Support
Finnish Environment Institute, Helsinki

AX.25: OH2ZAZ@OH2RBI.FIN.EU



------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 17:37:13 -0600
From: "David" <wa9pds@soltec.net>
To: <qrp-l@Lehigh.edu>
Subject: [65510] HELP
Message-ID: <007d01bf8bb2$bf5dd360$85b294ce@daves>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

OVERWHELMING ...Absolutely overwhelming is how to describe the response =
I'm getting to advise, etc. on MFJ QRP gear. Greatly appreciate all your =
comments....The only way I can work QRP now is by dropping the power on =
my FT-920 and have had some great fun on 1 watt. The portable gear I get =
will be used on vacations,  days at one of the local forest preserves or =
just in the backyard. Keep those cards and letters coming since I need =
as much input as possible to help with my decision. THANKS a million or =
ZILLION?
Dave - WA9PDS
Catlin, Il FISTS # 6790 and  "converting" QRPer


------------------------------

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 16:35:33 -0700
From: "Rod, N0RC" <n0rc@qsl.net>
To: <qrpcub@listbot.com>, "Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion" <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU>
Subject: [65511] 17m CUB Arrives in CO
Message-ID: <005301bf8bb4$a2119a60$a8101004@compaq>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

My kit arrived today, cool looking rig! Thanks QRP-ARCI.

I feel an all night "Solder-Melt" session coming on. ;-)

---
72/3 Rod, N0RC -- Fort Collins, CO



------------------------------

End of QRP-L Digest 1757
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